
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Stead
 

CONVENTION SPECIAL 

 

‘Towards 2025’ theme at Kinsale 

 

 
 

 

District Governor Frank O’Donoghue, 

proposed ‘Towards 2025’ as a ‘working 

theme’ for the 50th District Convention in 

Kinsale. 

‘It captures the importance of keeping 

focused on our future’ he told delegates. ‘We 

know that the services at club and district 

level will change in response to the changing 

needs with in our communities.  Looking 

‘Towards 2025’ we must be willing to seek 

new opportunities for service and to update 

some of our existing services –when they 

become less relevant. We must be willing to 

move on from much loved services. Each 

Club should aspire to introduce a new 

service each year’.  

He said that in looking forward , there are 

many steps that Lions must take to respond 

in a positive way to new and future 

legislation. ‘We are aware of many of the 

changes arising from legislation on 

Charities, Vulnerable Persons and Children 

and Data Protection.  

District Cabinet will have an increasing role 

to play in developing frameworks to support 

implementation, as we have in the past, but 

an increasing role in satisfying the regulators 

on compliance.  One consequence will be an 

increasing administrative burden, which 

District Cabinet will have to work closely 

with Clubs to ensure that the burden is 

reasonable, while remaining fit for purpose’. 

Among the steps that we must take are:  

Convention  approved a Code of 

Governance, required under the Charities 

Act, clubs must appoint Trustees to comply 

with the Charities Act, each club must  

appoint a GDPR Officer and confirm its 

Policy statement. Clubs will also appoint a 

Vulnerable Persons Officer, and all Clubs 

will be required to submit annual accounts to 

the District Treasurer, in the approved 
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format within four months of end of the 

Lions Year.  

 

Communications Plan Launched 

at Convention 

 

 
 

Frank Corr received an award from Lions 

Clubs International President Gudrun 

Yngvadottir’s ‘New Voices’ project which 

was presented by IVP Brian Sheehan and 

DG Frank O’Donoghue 

 

A Plan designed to make District 133 a 

leader in communications within Lions 

Clubs International was launched at 

Convention. 

 

Speaking about the Plan, DG Frank 

O’Donoghue said that it will assist District 

133 to ‘tell our story’.  ‘We need to learn to 

communicate effectively in order that Lions 

are recognized as local champions of groups 

in need in our community. We need to create 

awareness of Lions and the projects we 

undertake. By building awareness of Lions 

and its local services we will secure support 

for our fundraising and also interest by 

volunteers in becoming associated with 

Lions’.  

DG Frank said that Lions need to learn new 

skills in communication. ‘Lions Clubs have 

accepted, if not embraced, the dawning of 

the Digital age’, he said.  

The Communications Team comprises Frank 

Corr (District PRO and Newsletter editor), 

Pat McCoole (District  Information Officer) 

Derek Reilly (District Social Media Officer) 

and Karl O’Broin (District Membership 

Development Team). 

The team has already undertaken research 

into all Club websites and social media 

pages and has organised the inaugural 

District Communications Awards. 

Outlining the Plan at Convention, Frank Corr 

said that to-date District Website design and 

content has been upgraded, new District 

Social Media pages have been created and an 

initial evaluation of Newsletter has been 

completed. 

Over the coming months the Team plans to  

undertake several projects across all forms of 

communications. 

 

He said that Clubs can participate in the 

project appointing a Club PRO, webmaster 

and social media manager, check branding 

on all media, support the District Newsletter 

and participate in the next District 

Communications Awards. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Communications Awards 
 

Philip O’Neill of Kilkenny Lions was named 

‘PRO of the Year’ in the inaugural District 

133 Communications Awards. 

 

 
 

 

The ‘Scribe’ award, for contributions to the 

District Newsletter went to Sean Olohan of 

Wicklow. Sean also received a DG Award. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The award for the Best Website was won by 

Ballsbridge and the Social Media Award 

went to Ashbourne. Farrell O’Boy (pictured 

above) also received an International 

President’s Award. 

 

 
 

 

The awards were sponsored by PDGs Pat 

O’Brien, Teresa Dineen, Joe Smith and 

Terence Mangan.  

 



IP and DG Awards 

 

 
 
International President’s Awards were 

presented at Convention to Eoin O’Neill 

(pictured) (Service) for his work on the 

District Youth Camp, Farrell O’Boy , 

founder of Ballsbridge Lions Club 

(Membership) and Frank Corr, District PRO 

(Marketing), 

District Governor Awards were presented to 

Eddie McCarthy and Hal McElroy (Kinsale 

Lions Club)and to Sean Olohan (Wicklow), 

composer of ‘Sing with the Lions’  

 

‘Lions Can Drive Sustainability’ 
 

Lions Clubs in Ireland can drive 

sustainability, Dr. Tara Shine and Madeline 

Murray told Convention. 

 

 
 

The two Kinsale ‘working moms’, who have 

become champions of sustainability in 

Ireland, invited District 133 to become part 

of their ‘Change By Degrees’ project which 

seeks to promote good environmental life-

style through small steeps like avoiding the 

use of plastics and smart recycling. 

‘We want Ireland to be at the top of the 

league for sustainability. At present we are at 

the bottom’, Tara said. 

If current trends continue, she said, we can 

expect more severe and more frequent 

flooding, rising sea levels and the extinction 

of thousands of species of wild life. 

Our current life style is unsustainable, she 

claimed, with 60% of newly-bought clothing 

dumped within a year, one in three bags of 

food bought going straight to a bin and 63% 

of new homes powered by oil and gas. 

She asked Lions to become aware of the 17 

UN ‘Sustainability Goals’ and to seek to 

achieve them. 

 

 

 



$125,000 for ‘Forgotten 

Children’ 
Convention decided that District 133 ill 

contribute $25,000 per annum for five years 

to the ‘Forgotten Children’ project for Syrian 

refugees. 

The decision was taken following a 

presentation on the project by PDG Paul 

Allen who said that Ireland is joining with 

Nordic Lions to create safe centres in 

Lebanon for Syrian children. The centres 

include secure play areas, a medical unit and 

a school in which the children are taught the 

Syrian curriculum. 

 

 
 

Threats to Future Safety 
Ireland is among the safest countries in the 

world, but we need modern and progressive 

Defence Forces to guarantee this safety now 

and in the future, Vice Admiral Mark Mellet, 

head of the Irish Defence Forces told 

Convention. 

He identified climate change, population 

growth and cyber attacks as real and present 

challenges and said that we need to ‘address 

the unthinkable’ 

Referring to gender balance in the Defence 

Forces, he said that relatively few women 

see the military as an attractive career option. 

 

 
 

Vice Admiral  Mellet was presented with a 

Melvin Jones Fellowship by DG Frank 

O’Donoghue 

 

Teresa to be International 

Director 

 
Past District Governor Teresa Dineen was 

elected by Convention as the first District 

133 International Director of Lions Clubs 

International. 

 
 

 
 



Teresa is congratulated by her fellow 

candidates and DG Frank 

 

She was chosen from among three 

candidates who also included Terence 

Mangan and John O’Donovan. Each 

candidate made a presentation to convention 

prior to the vote and presence of posters and 

flyers created a lively ‘election atmosphere’ 

ID Teresa thanked Convention and promised 

to devote herself to advancing Lions Clubs 

in her new international role. 

 

Club of the Year 
 

Carrigaline was chosen as ‘Club of the Year’ 

by District Governor Frank O’Donoghue and 

presented with a Perpetual Trophy at 

Convention. 

 

DG Team Elected 
 

 

 

Bernard  Black (Antrim Coast) was elected 

District Governor for 2019/2020 at 

Convention. Des Ryan (Westport) was 

elected First Vice District Governor and Ann 

Ellis (Carrick on Suir) was elected Second 

Vice District Governor. All elections were 

unanimous. 

 

Brian Inspires Lions 
 

 

 
 

 

Brian Sheehan, Third International Vice 

President of Lions Clubs International 

delivered an inspirational presentation to 

Convention in which he used video 

(including apes performing an Irish dance), 

cartoons and a variety of images to 

emphasise his message of Lions as men and 

women who serve their communities. He 

emphasised Trust and Teamwork as essential 

elements of successful Lions Clubs and  

reminded delegates of the Lions 

International Areas of Focus which include 

Vision, Hunger, Childhood Cancer, Diabetes 

and the Environment. 



He said that Lions Clubs served more than 

276m people last year with Ireland reporting 

98 activities serving 21,676 people. 

On the Environment, he said that Lions have 

planted more than 15 million trees to date. 

 

Pat’s Pics 
The comprehensive photographic coverage 

of Convention 2019 was undertaken by 

District Information Officer Pat McCoole, 

whose pictures are featured in this special 

edition of the Newsletter. 

 

 

Held Over 
Because of this special Convention Issue of 

‘133’ , we have had to hold over a number of 

stories and pictures not related to 

Convention. These will appear next week in 

Newsletter 73. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Convention Picture Gallery 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

….And that’s all for this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


